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16, 1693, headed "Instructions by the Countess of Shrews-
bury to the Earl of Shrewsbury and Lords Churchill and
Russell," and of a second document of the same date headed
" Instructions to the Earl of Danby and Lords Godolphin
and Churchill by the Countess of Shrewsbury," in which after
various generalities the exiled monarch imagined himself in
a position to write by an intriguing woman
That His Majesty expects, upon this conjuncture, that the earl of
Danby will do him what service he can, and most particularly, by
giving him time how to act against the prince of Orange, and by
letting him kno[w], as near as he can, what the said prince's
designs may be, and his opinion how to prevent them. . . .
Earls Shrewsbury, Danby, Godolphin, Churchill, Russell, &c.
that they do, what in prudence they can, to hinder money or retard
it, and hinder the going out of the fleet, so soon as it might do
otherwise.
Nothing could, of course, prevent James, deceived, self-
deluded, and cruelly mocked, from issuing airy orders to the
void, or Jacobite partisans from preserving those orders as
proofs of an authority he never possessed, and as the means
of aspersing the Englishmen they had good reason to hate.
What astonishes is that this rubbish should have been
swallowed, in default of better nourishment, by a long succes-
sion of historians and presented to posterity in its present
form.
But there is one other document impugning Danby,
equally with the others, which must be mentioned. It is
the third of the Nairne Papers, the Landen Memorial.
This is an undated, anonymous paper in an unknown hand,
evidently prepared for the benefit of the French Government.
It begins by enumerating James's leading supporters in
England at that time :
The earl of Danby, prime minister to the Prince of Orange,
lord Godolphin, a lord of the treasury and a member of the privy
council, the earl of Shrewsbury, who has been his first secretary
of state, Russell, who is of the cabinet council and has been an
admiral, Churchill, who is the first lieutenant-general, the son of
the duke of Beaufort and the son of the duke of Bolton. All
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